GEORGE THE THIRD
say, let tie circumstances of language, religion and blood have
their natural and full effect.
John Adams records that George was greatly moved during the
audience, but his voice was firm except for a tremor when he
replied to the American Minister's address. To the end of his
life John Adams cherished a fond memory of the King, against
whom he had rebelled.
Pitt's India Bill, which passed through Parliament without
difficulty shordy after the election of 1784, gave the King the
greatest satisfaction. It seemed only right to George that the
Crown should control the exercise of political power in India,
leaving the Directors of the East India Company free to manage
their business activities; and to blame him for not seeing the
defects inherent in the system of dual control is only to charge
him with being true to the opinions of his own age; for it was
not until 1858 that public opinion was ready to proceed with the
attack on the Company's vested interests—and even then it
aroused, as it had done when Fox brought forward his Bill, the
bitterest controversy.
With regard to the famous attack on Warren Hastings, which
dragged on from 1786 to I795,1 George took a line that he might
reasonably have been expected to take, knowing how sincerely
he disapproved of the rapacity which was daily practised in India
by the Company's servants. He had thought highly of Hastings
when North had recommended his appointment in 1773 ; and
he disliked intensely Sir Philip Francis.[thought to be thejunius
of The Letters ofjunius], whose spite was at trie bottom of the
charges against Hastings. But when Pitt, much to the dismay of
many of his followers, voted with Burke and his fellow accusers
George thoroughly approved of his action.
Mr Pitt would have conducted himself yesterday very unlike what
my mind ever expects of him if, as he thinks Mr Hastings's conduct
towards the Kajah was too severe, he had not taken the part he did,
though it made him coincide with [the] adverse party.
At the same time George was ready to recognize that it was not
* possible in that country to carry on business with the same
1 Hastings's actual impeachment did not begin until 1788; But it was in January 1786
that his so-called ' enormities * first engaged the attention of the House of Commons.
For a full account of the attack see Warren Hastings by A. Mervyn Davies.
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